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v PRE55 RELEASE FROM THE PREMIER (MR. DUN5TAN) AND 
rABDUR MINISTER (MR. McKEE)~ " 13/12/71. 
UNEMPLOYMENT FIGURES. 
The latest unemployment figures, issued by the Commonwealth Government, 
indicate that Australia faces a total of 130,000 jobless in six weeks, 
the Premier, Mr. Dunstan, and Labour Minister, Mr. McKee, said in a 
joint statement today. 
This would mean a figure of unemployed in South Australia and the 
Northern Territory at that time in the order of 13,000. 
The Ministers said: 
"This is totally unacceptable. 
"What is equally intolerable is that the Federal Government continues to 
display an obstinate and unreal complacency in the face of this fast 
deteriorating situation. 
"They fumble while the economy falters. 
|>/"As has been said repeatedly in recent months there is an imperative 
need for immediate action to counter the depressive tendencies inherent 
in the last Federal Budget. 
"So far South Australia has weathered the growing storm very well - as 
shown by the relatively good figures for this State last month. 
"But with our reliance on interstate markets for consumer goods, we are 
very vulnerable if present trends persist. 
"The Commonwealth must accept that it is dealing with people, not 
statistics and take immediate action to protect the well-being of workers 
and the overall economy of South Australia". 
The seasonally adjusted figures for total unemployment in Australia 
Worsened last month from 83,398 to 88,073. 
This is equivalent to an actual unemployment figure of about 130,000 at 
the end of next January. 
"This level is at the bottom end of the forecast since the strong 
underlying adverse trend could continue". 
The latest survey of business conditions and intentions of manufacturers 
just released by the Bank of New South Wales (with the Associated Chamber 
of Manufactures) paints a most gloomy picture for Australia of anticipated 
production, employment, overtime, likely new orders, stocks and capital 
expenditure plans. 
The answers given to the Bank's recent questionnaire (late Nov./early Dec.) 
are generally the gloomiest since July, 1961. 
The $15.75M. in grants to the State*over the next seven months for special 
rural unemployment relief work, while welcome, is neither likely to solve 
rural problems nor is it the type of broad stimulus business and personal 
psychology need.. to revive activity enough to make a real dent in 
unemployment during the first half of 1972. 
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•The urban sector balks much larger than the rural in the Australian 
economy and more universal stimulators will be needed to prevent the 
cities sliding into recession." 
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